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April 6          __  _       7:30 a.m.
Chamber Board Meeting
At Chamber Office

April 7              5:30—7:00 p.m.
NetConnect After 5 (NCA5)  
“A Premier Networking Event”  at 
MCM Grande Hotel in DeSoto.

April 9                         9:00 a.m.
Greater Dallas Bicyclist “Lancaster 
Country Ride”.

April 9               10 a.m—4 p.m. 
“2nd Saturday on the Square”

April 12                       2:30 p.m.
Tourism & Visitors Committee at 
Lancaster Chamber Office.

April 14                     11:30 a.m.
Chamber Luncheon
@ Lancaster Recreation Center

April 15                        12 Noon
Ambassadors FunGroup meeting at 
Bienvenidos Restaurant.

***********
April 16          6:30—10:30 p.m.
Chamber Annual Gala Auction at 
The Southern Cross.  Presented by 
Pattillo Insurance and RVOS Insur-
ance.

**********
April 22             GOOD FRIDAY
Office Closed

April 26                       2:30 p.m.
Tourism & Visitors Committee at 
Lancaster Chamber Office

April 29                       7:30 a.m.
Better Business Breakfast at Lan-
caster Chamber Office.

Lancaster Logistics 
Panel

A Lancaster Logistics Panel will be the featured attraction at 
the Chamber’s Monthly Luncheon on April 14 from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Grand Hall of the Recreation Center.

The Logistics panel will consist of Moderator-Joyce Jordan, 
Executive V.P of Marketing for Dart Transit, and COO of 
the Lancaster operation; and will include Panelists Doug 

Chaney, owner of DC Logistics;  Crystal Brennan, HR Director of United Natural 
Foods Inc.- UNFI, Stephanie Williamson, Dart’s Director of Marketing; and Robert 
Kelly, Intermodal Regional Sales Manager for Union Pacific Railroad – UP.  This is a 
follow up to a similar discussion had at a recent Manufacturers & Logistics Roundtable 
meeting in March at UNFI.

Business is good – and improving – and will be the key message each of these panelists 
delivers.  Some have mentioned that shipping, tonnage, capacity, lifts, etc. have reached 
the pre-2008 levels.  If so, that would be impressive!   And Good News!

Chef Carlos is catering this luncheon in Grand Hall of the Recreation Center, 1700 Vet-
erans Memorial Parkway, Lancaster, TX 75134.  Tickets are $18 each or $160 for a 
Sponsor Table of 8.  For reservations, please call the Chamber at 972-227-2579, or 
email to Chamber@LancasterTX.org.

“Treasures of Texas”  
2011 Chamber Gala and Auction

Saturday, April 16, 2011           6:30—10:30 p.m.
The Southern Cross Dude Ranch—1800 Dowdy Ferry Road, Dallas

Come join in the festivities and have a great time.

Check out the sponsorship opportunities on page 4.

See page 5 for a list of auction items available.

Joyce Jordan, Moderator
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April, 2011 – If it’s April – it must be time for our An-
nual Auction-Gala “Treasures of Texas” presented by 
Pattillo Insurance and RVOS Insurance – as an escape 
from our daily drudgery – to a fun-filled night in wide 
open spaces of Texas. … It is set to ride off at 6:30 p.m. 
on April 16th at the wonderful party place/dude ranch 
named The Southern Cross at 1800 Dowdy Ferry Rd. in 
Dallas. … Auction-Gala Chair Doug Hunt and Co
-Chair Vivian Chastain say “We need sponsors 
and donations for auction items – both live and 
silent”.  “And we need your participation!”

We Greet – We Eat – We Meet!
…And we learned something!

Our Small Business Committee chaired by Ri-
cardo Pearson scored a huge success in the last Better 
Business Breakfast meeting – BBB - with a presentation 
by Attorney Bhaveeni Parmar on March 25th, hosted by 
MCM Grande Hotel.  Ms. Parmar brought an excellent 
program on Intellectual Property-IP for small businesses –
who owns it?  What do we do with it?  She included items 

such as copyrights, trademarks, trade secrets, and of 
course, social media. … At BBB, We Greet – We Eat –
We Meet!  And learn.

“2nd Saturday on the Square”
… Under new Management

Randy Rostad and his Tourism Committee have 
been hard at work updating and upgrading our new 
Web site www.LancasterTexas.org, which has all 
kinds of event information on it, from booking an 
event, to registering, or even attending and purchas-
ing tickets on-line to participate.  For “2nd Satur-
day on the Square” we have engaged Pat Wood to 
be the new Event Coordinator, with a new emphasis 
on quality vendors, craftsmen, artists and entertain-

ers. The committee hopes this revitalizes attendance on 
“2nd Saturday on the Square”.  Welcome aboard, Pat!

(See AROUND … Continued on page 3)

AROUND AND ABOUT …by Joe Johnson

Spring has arrived and is all 
about new beginnings.  There 
are blankets of bluebonnets 
lining the highways of Texas.  
Your Chamber is busy work-
ing on the annual Gala which 
will be held on April 16th.  
Lancaster will host hundreds 

of bikers on the second Saturday of this month.  We 
are all busy planning.

What plans have you made in your business for the 
ever changing landscape?  Author Isaac Asimov 
said, “No sensible decision can be made any longer 
without taking into account not only the world as it 
is, but the world as it will be”.  

Watching The Celebrity Apprentice last night they 
were  writing a commercial for a company that offers 
new technology of video telephones.  Cell phones, 
computers, technology all are forward thinking in 
their businesses.

Saturday the City held a community wide Trash off.  
Out with the old and in with the new.  Are you for-
ward thinking in your business?  There are so many 
opportunities to get involved in your Chamber of 
Commerce.  Join us in the many activities available 
to grow your business.

Karen McClary, Chairwoman 2011
Edward Jones Investments

CHAIRWOMAN’S CORNER …by Karen 
McClary



Spring is here, and this is my favorite time of the year.  April kicks 
off some great outdoor activities in our community.  The Annual 
Lancaster Bike Ride on April 9th is a great way to showcase our city 
to avid bike riders from all over the Metroplex.  The Lancaster city 
council has approved a unique outdoor entertainment experience 
called an Aerial Park.  This type of park allows patrons to move 
from tree to tree using zip lines.  The park will be located off of 
Beltline Road near the Lancaster Country View Golf Course.  Stay 
tuned for more details on when the park will open.  Lancaster is near 
completion of the FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant, which has re-
moved structures along Ten Mile Creek that were prone to flooding.  

The areas where the structures have been removed will now become open park space/green 
belts.  The city has begun construction of sidewalks along Dallas Avenue, Veterans Memo-
rial Parkway, and Wintergreen Road as a part of a TXDOT grant.  These sidewalks will 
allow for safe pedestrian travel to Lancaster Community Park, inclusive of our recreation 
center, library, and walking trails.  Additionally, the sidewalks will allow our students safe 
passage to Lancaster High School.  Have a great April!

     Marcus Knight, Mayor
City of Lancaster
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2011 Board of Directors

* Karen McClary, Chairwoman
Edward Jones Co.

* Doug Hunt, Chair-elect
Access Self Storage

*   A. Z. Drones, Past Chair 
Atmos Energy

*  Kenneth Govan, Treasurer
Oncor Electric Delivery

* Joe Johnson
President

Joe Breshears
UNT Dallas

Marcus Knight
Knight Waste Services

Sherry Kenney
Aflac

Ronnie Lowe
Lancaster Outreach Center

Ricardo Pearson
Telemark I.T.

Katina Potts
Maid 2 Serve U

* Randy Rostad
Retired

Melody Stillings
Regions Bank

John Thompson
Walmart

* Dr. Bill Wells
Cedar Valley College

Stephanie Williamson
DART Transit Company

Sarah Zafarano
Mote & Associates

Evelina Echols-Sutton
Methodist Charlton Medical Center

Ex-Officio Members

Opal Robertson, City 
Manager

City of Lancaster

Dr. Michael McFarland
Lancaster ISD

John Polewski
Polewski & Assocs.

 Denotes Members of 
         Executive Committee

Mayor’s Comments – Lancaster Connection 

Mayor Marcus Knight

Networking 

One of the most important benefits from Chamber membership is networking. … And 
we’ve had plenty of that! … NetConnect After 5 – NCA5 is a super way to network 
and promote yourself or business. … The next NCA5 is hosted at MCM Grande Hotel
on April 7th and is another networking opportunity.  Come join us in all these activities!

… You can’t network or improve your business by NOT being in-
volved!!!

                                                 … See you around and about.

(AROUND … Continued from page 2)

MISSION STATEMENT

"To Actively Support, Promote and 
Attract Business to Better Serve the 

Greater Lancaster Area".  
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Saturday
April 16, 2011

6:30—10:30 p.m.

At The Southern Cross
1800 Dowdy-Ferry Road

Dallas, Texas

The Lancaster Chamber's 
“Treasures of Texas”

2011 Auction Gala

Live Entertainment
Provided by

“Doc Gibbs”

Presented by and 
Partner

____  Presenting Sponsor—$3,500    ** Pattillo Insurance & RVOS Insurance **
Reserved table of 8, signage at event, name in press releases, name in program, table top 
sign, recognition during event, plus full page ad on inside front cover of program.

____ Diamond Sponsor—$2,500    ** Access Self Storage ** Red Bird Travel **
Reserved Table of 8, signage at event, name recognition in press releases, name in pro-
gram, table top sign, recognition during event, plus a full page ad in program.

____ Gold Sponsor—$1,500     ** Republic Waste Services **
Reserved Table of 8, name recognition in press releases and program, table top sign, plus 
1/2 page ad in program.

____ Silver Sponsor—$1,000 ** Brenntag Southwest * City of Lancaster * City Centre * Aflac* 
Corner Stone Credit Union * TCI Tires * Levines Dept. Stores **  
Reserved Table for 8, name recognition in press releases, program and table top, plus 1/4 
page ad in program.

____ Bronze Sponsor—$500  ** Blue Bell Creameries * Atmos Energy *  Stinson Plumbing * 
           24 Hour Wrecker * UNT Dallas * Methodist Health Systems **

Four tickets and 1/8 page ad in program.

____ Individual—$50

____ Donate an item for the auction

OK—Sign me up:  ______________________________________________________________________
(Company Name)

We can’t attend, but here’s a donation to support the work of the Chamber ___________________________

                                                                                 Proceeds benefit Lancaster Chamber of Commerce, a 501(c)(6) not-for-profit, 
                                                                                 and its Program of Work. 

                                                                              Return  form to:  Lancaster Chamber of Commerce
                                                                               103 N. Dallas Avenue, Lancaster, TX  75146

                                                                             Or Fax to 972-227-9555



BETTER BUSINESS 
BREAKFAST

Fourth Friday of Every Month

April 29 2011

“How Can Constant Contact Help 
Your Business” 

At the Chamber Office

2011 Schedule
May 27
June 24
July 22
Aug. 26

If you are interested in sponsoring a BBB for 
$50, please contact the Chamber.

NCA5
NetConnect After 5

“A Premier Networking Event”

Thursday, April 7, 2011
5:30—7:00 p.m.

At
MCM Grande Hotel

1515 N. I-35E
DeSoto, Texas  75115

Bring your business cards and a door 
prize if you wish.  Everyone will get a 
chance to tell us about their business.

AUCTION  ITEMS  AVAILABLE 
AT  OUR  APRIL  16TH  GALA

COME FOR GREAT BBQ—NETWORKING—
AND BID ON THESE GREAT ITEMS

LIVE AUCTION ITEMS
Plane ride & dinner for two at Hard Eight BBQ in Stephenville.

Men’s & Women’s Boots

Ribeye Steak Cook-out for 8 at the home of Bob & Peggy Borden

7 Day Stay at The Green Iguana  in St. Thomas, Virgin Islands

4 Premium Ranger Tickets with reserved parking pass.

Set of 4 tires (Max value of $400)

SILENT AUCTION ITEMS

Set of Dominos
Art Work

Picture Frames
Decorator Pillows
Air Force Pillow

Pendulum Wall Clock
Record/Tap/CD player in wooden box.

Framed George Bush Campaign Buttons
Television

Jewelry
Case of Ribeye Steaks

Child’s Wicker Rocker and Toy Chest
Quilt Rack

Rustic Stars Wall Decoration
Autographed Stephen Covey books
Oneida 75 piece Silverware Setting

Crystal Desk Clock

Please feel free to come by the Chamber Office 
to see the items on display.

******************************

$20    RAFFLE:  WIN A FREE CRUISE    $20
Donated by Donna Johnson, Travel Agent

Win a balcony stateroom for two including taxes and fees on the 
Magic, Carnival’s Newest Ship.

Sailing roundtrip from Galveston to Nassau, Freeport and Key West 
February 12-19, 2012* a $2,500 value not exchangeable for cash.

*choose another date subject to any fare difference.

Drawing will be Oct. 13, 2011 at our Chamber Luncheon

INFORMERApril 2011 PAGE 5
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MEMBER RENEWALS

NEW  MEMBER

58 Years
Byrum Funeral Home
Ms. Sandra Byrum
425 N. Dallas Ave.
Lancaster, TX  75146
972-227-2121
Funeral Home

27 Years
Hunter’s Creek 
     Apartments
Ms. Debbie Absher
1100 Riverbend
Lancaster, TX  75146
972-227-1016
Apartments

25 Years
Edward Jones 
     Investments
Mr. Arnie Knecht
1115 N. Dallas Avenue
Lancaster, TX  75146
972-227-3079
Investment

24 Years
DeSoto Janitorial Supply
Ms. Barbara Huskins
719 S. I-35E
DeSoto, TX  75115
972-223-0310
Janitorial Supplies

18 Years
Profile Commercial
     Properties
Ms. Margie Waldrop
110 East First Street
Lancaster, TX  75146
972-227-3333
Real Estate—Commercial

13 Years
David Royar Golf Shop
Mr. David Royar
240 W. Beltline Rd.
Lancaster, TX  75146
972-227-0995
Golf Course

11 Years
UNT Dallas
Dr. John Ellis Price
7300 Houston School 
     Road
Dallas, TX  75241
972-780-3601
Education

11 Years
Clayton Financial 
     Services
Mr. Paul Clayton
6309 Radstock Ave.
Ft. Worth, TX  76133
1-800-867-9349
Accountant

Dick Knopf
313 S. Houston School Rd.

Lancaster, TX  75146
97-274-3377
Individual

9 Years
ABG Marketing
Mr. Frank Bentley
9050 Autobahn Dr., 
     Ste. 100
Dallas, TX  75237
972-283-0150
Marketing

9 Years
Randy & Rhonda Powledge
1832 S. Houston School Rd.
Lancaster, TX  75146
972-218-1757
Individual

8 Years
McDonald’s
Mr. Albert Romero
5400 Lake Mean Tr.
Ft. Worth, TX  76136
972-218-0200
Restaurant

6 Years
Doug Stanley Ford
Mr. Tim Stanley
P. O. Box 1147
DeSoto, TX  75123
972-223-8050
Automobile Dealer

5 Years
Edward Jones 
     Investments
Karen McClary
211 W. Pleasant Run 
     Suite 107
Lancaster, TX  75146
972-227-7467
Investments

3 Years
Southwestern Pest 
     Services
Mr. Bob Bentsen
P. O. Box 3004
DeSoto, TX  75123
972-230-4619
Pest Control Services

2 Years
Rapid State Inspections
Mr. Richard Zafarano
3102 N. Houston 
     School Rd.
Lancaster, TX  75134
972-228-1144
Automobile Service

1 Year
Randy Rostad
326 W. Pleasant Run Rd.
Lancaster, TX  75146
972-218-7088
Individual
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Good Things are Happening in Lancaster!

Beer and Wine measure passes!
> Opens up retail opportunities i.e. Q.T. & Tiger Mart
> Allows warehousing and logistics use
>Thanks to Vivian Chastain for leading this victory!

Restaurants Coming
> Logan’s Roadhouse & In-N-Out Burger coming to Lancaster’s 

Restaurant Row on I-35E next to IHOP and Taco Cabana..
> Runway Café opened at Lancaster Regional Airport - LNC

New Grocery Stores Opened
> Sav a Lot Grocery Store open on Pleasant Run Rd.
> Guadalupana Grocery has opened on Dallas Ave.
> La Azteca Meat Market open on I-35E (old Pep Boys building).

New Hospital Opening
> The former MCL Hospital has been purchased by HealthSites LLC,

to reopen as an Acute Care Medical Center.

Lancaster Schools are on a roll!
>  Grant allowed LISD “Prize Patrols” to award teachers a minimum of 

$1,300 each in 6 of 7 elementary schools for improving student 
                   growth  by 2 years in just 1 year – a total of $435,000!

P. O. Box 1100    103 N. Dallas Avenue, Lancaster, TX  75146
972-227-2579    FAX 972-227-9555   E-Mail:  chamber@lancastertx.org

The Lancaster Chamber is a 501(c) (6) not-for-profit corporation.



Restaurant Row
Lancaster, TX

March, 2011

On I-35E, going north from Belt Line Rd to Pleasant Run Rd, on the Lancaster side (East) there are the fol-
lowing existing or platted restaurants – making this Lancaster I-35E corridor truly a destination for restau-
rants and eateries- a Restaurant Row:

 Whataburger
 McDonald’s (Walmart)
 Taco Bell
 Chili’s
 In-N-Out Burger
 Logan’s Roadhouse
 Taco Cabana
 IHOP
 Bienvenidos
 Evergreen Buffet
 Ton’s Chinese
 Subway
 Cici’s Pizza
 Grandy’s
 Chubby’s
 Waffle House

We need to promote this Restaurant Row as a positive asset for Lancaster!

GOOD THINGS ARE HAPPENING
IN LANCASTER!

P. O. Box 1100    103 N. Dallas Avenue, Lancaster, TX  75146
972-227-2579    FAX 972-227-9555   E-Mail:  chamber@lancastertx.org

The Lancaster Chamber is a 501(c) (6) not-for-profit corporation.
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NETWORKING … come let others know 
about your business ...

NCA5
First Thursday of Each Month

5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
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TOWN SQUARE REALTY
                 

ELLEN CLARK
108 N. Dallas Avenue            
Lancaster, TX  75146

Office: (972) 227-7010                Fax: (972) 227-6468  
Email: townsq1@airmail.net

Historic Homes, Horse Property, Country Life

PATRICIA HAVARD, P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

PATTY  HAVARD,  CPA

  211 W. Pleasant Run, #115 (972) 227-6900
  Lancaster, TX  75146 Fax (972) 227-6945

  (972) 227-3342 Fax:  (972) 227-6350

Joe  McKay
Attorney At Law

  Mail Address: 211 W. Pleasant Run
  P. O. Box 985 Suite 111
  Lancaster, TX  75146-0985 Lancaster, TX 

Profile Commercial Properties, Inc.

Commercial Real Estate Services
“Serving The Metroplex”

Sales * Leasing * Tenant/Buyer Representation
Real Estate Management

Margie Waldrop
President/Broker
110 E. First Street
Lancaster, TX  75146

972-227-3333
fax 972-227-7177
cell 469-644-2513

e-mail: profilec@flash.net

    Richard Zafarano                                     972-228-1144

    3102 N. Houston School Rd., Lancaster, Tx  75134

   Shaun Laurence                             2319 East Grauwyler

   Customer Service                             Irving, Texas  75061

   slaurence@george-mckenna.com     972.721.1950 Ext. 218
                        FAX 972.721.1966

   TECL #17875, B 1545                    CELL 214.493.6614

NCA5 met March 3 at Lancaster 
Outreach Center with Ronnie 
Lowe as host and sponsored by 
Regions Bank.  Attendees got to 
see the inner workings of the Out-
reach Center and all the things they 
have to offer our citizens.

The next NCA5 will be Thursday,  
April 7th at MCM Grande Hotel in 
DeSoto at 5:30 p.m.  There is no 
charge for this event.

If you are interested in hosting or 
sponsoring the next NCA5, please 
call the Chamber at 972-227-2579, 
or Melody Stillings at 972-227-
2131 or e-mail her at ...

Melody.Stillings@Regions.com

We also need donated door prizes 
for each event.

and Lube



Lancaster Chamber Education Division—2011
Vice-Chair – Dr. Bill Wells, Cedar Valley College

Preparing Tigers for Work Program –
Chair, Dori Lee 

- Training to write resumes, dress and 
apply for jobs

- Job matching

Texas Scholars Program –
Chair, Mark Gonzales, Evelina Echols-

             Sutton, Earl & Katina Potts
- College preparation
- CTE Careers preparation

Scholarship Program –
Chair, Arnie Knecht

- $1,000 scholarship from Chamber
- How to apply for scholarships
- How to read and prepare forms

INFORMER PAGE 10April 2011

Make 2011 the year of “Networking”.  Put these dates on your calendar.

START YOUR 2011 CALENDAR

Monthly
Luncheons
January 13—Mayor

February 10—Awards
March 23—BSW

April 14—Logistics
May 12—Police Memorial

June 16—BSW 25th Anniversary
July —No Luncheon

August 11
September 14—BSW
October 13—LISD

November 10
December—BSW*

* BSW dates to be determined.

NCA5
Networking

January 6—Bienvenidos Rest.
February 3—Cancelled

March 3—Lancaster Outreach
April 7—MCM Grande Hotel

May 5
June 2
July 7

August 4
September 1

October 6
November 3
December 1

Better Business 
Breakfast

Jan. 28—Windsor Gardens
Feb. 25—Lancaster Chamber

March 25—MCM Grande Hotel
April 29—Chamber Office

May 27
June 24
July 29

August 26
September 23

October 28
November—NONE
December—NONE

BUSINESS INVOLVEMENT NEEDED …
… TO HELP OUR SCHOOLS SUCCEED

Partners in Education (PIE) –
Chair, Lisa Bacon

- Businesses: Adopt a School
- Mentoring: Project Turn Around 

w/Oaks Bible Church
- Mentoring: Big Brothers Big Sisters

Lancaster ISD Education Foundation 
            Liaison  – Lisa Bacon

Additional committee member: 
Roy Wilson. 

The Chamber needs business members to step up 
and become involved in helping our School Dis-
trict reach their goals of “Excellence”.  We need 
volunteers to work on this committee and with stu-
dents in the areas listed above.  Please call the 
Chamber (972-227-2579) to let us know you want 
to help Lancaster Excel.



March 2011

Dear Chamber Member;

One of the advantages of being a Costco Wholesale member is the opportunity to showcase your busi-
ness at the Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals Business Show that Costco is hosting May 21 starting 
at 9:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. If you would like to stay longer we encourage you to do so!

This event is part of Costco Wholesale’s major community event which raises funds for Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals. The exhibitor fee goes directly to Children’s Medical Center of Dallas to 
assist in providing new equipment and patient treatment. Costco Wholesale will match up to 2 million 
dollars of all monies raised.

Benefits to your Business

1. The opportunity to promote your business to over 5,500 Costco Wholesale members that will visit our 
location during the event. You can give out free samples, coupons, literature, promotional materials 
and       other giveaways.  You can also take orders for future delivery. We request that no money 

     transactions or exchange of merchandise take place in the warehouse.

2.  You can set-up a raffle at your table to obtain sales leads.

3.  Your donation is tax deductible and benefits a great cause.

Costco Wholesale will provide a table, table covering (if needed), trash receptacle and power (if 
needed.)  Please complete the enclosed entry form, Warehouse Event Participant Agreement and return 
with your check. Checks should be made out to Costco Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals.

Tables are assigned on a first-come-first-serve basis. The $350 Exhibitor Fee is required to reserve your 
table and is non-refundable. After we receive your form and check we will send you a confirmation let-
ter.

I can be reached at (469) 221 – 8129 if you have any questions. We look forward to seeing you in our 
CMNHospitals Networking Business Show.

Sincerely,

Megan Mercier & Chasitie Cruz
Marketing Representatives
Duncanville Costco Wholesale

PS: If time commitments do not allow you the opportunity to exhibit in our show, you can make a $100 
donation and we will post a 3-foot Children’s Miracle Network Paper Balloon up in our location with 
your name on it throughout the month of May.
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GOLD PARTNERS

CHAMBERCHAMBER
PARTNERSPARTNERS

SILVER PARTNERS
MCM Grandé Hotel
Brenntag Southwest
Stinson Plumbing

Atmos Energy
Town Square Realty
Brasscraft-Lancaster

BRONZE PARTNERS
Profile Commercial Properties

Bentwood Company
Regions Bank

Kwik Kopy Digiprint
Healthspace

ServPro NW & SE


